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Second Annual Coastal BirdFest

The second annual Alabama
Coastal BirdFest, held Oct. 20-
23, was a great success despite
this summer’s nerve-wracking
weather. Over 340 people from
13 different states visited Baldwin
and Mobile counties to take part
in BirdFest’s guided birding tours
and evening events. The free,
daylong Bird & Conservation
Expo, held on Saturday Oct. 22,
on the grounds at Faulkner State
Community College in Fairhope,
attracted thousands more.

“We are very pleased with
how this year’s BirdFest turned
out,” said John Borom, presi-
dent of Mobile Bay Audubon
Society and one of the event
organizers. “It’s wonderful that
S0 many people came to see
birds and to learn more about
what an important area this is for
migratory birds and why itis
necessary that we do all we can
to preserve our Gulf Coast
habitats.” Visitors came to
BirdFest from California, Illinois,
Massachusetts, Maine, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Tennessee,
and Ohio, as well as from
throughout the Southeast.

Proceeds from this year’s

Alabama Coastal BirdFest will be
used to preserve and protect
habitats on the Alabama Gulf
Coast. With last year’s proceeds,
organizers were able to make
sizable contributions toward the
purchase of habitats on Dauphin
Island and at Weeks Bay Na-
tional Estuarine Reserve.

This year’s BirdFest fea-
tured several outstanding speak-
ers

Nearly 150 people turned
out to hear Dr. Van Remsen of
Louisiana State University, who
spoke at the Opening Night

John Borom, President of the
Mobile Bay Chapber of the
Audubon Society and guest
speaker Dr. Van Remsen with the
spectualr chocolate Ivory-billed
Woodpecker

Reception at the Gulf Coast
Exploreum in Mobile about his
part in the search and recent
discovery of the Ivory-bill wood-
pecker. “He was an excellent,
very entertaining speaker,” said
Borom. “He was also at last
year’s BirdFest, and he knew all
about the Ivory-bill at that time,
but he was sworn to secrecy. This
year, he shared everything with
us.” The Reception also featured
what might be the most unique
Ivory-bill woodpecker in the
world —asolid chocolate life-size
creation by Chef James N.
Hurtubise of the Faulkner State
Community College Culinary
Department.
Friday night’s speaker was
Bob Sargent, founder with his
wife, Martha, of the Hummer/
Bird Study Group, one of the
nation’s top volunteer bird
banding and research organiza-
tions. “Bob’s talk and slide show
was really informative. | think he
presented some information that
was new to most all of us. The
work he and Martha do is so
important, and we really appre-
ciate their taking time from their
schedule to come to BirdFest.”
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Friday night’s Barbecue and
Seafood Social drew nearly 160
people to the Nix Center in
Fairhope.

Another Ivory-bill expert
spoke during Saturday’s Expo in
Fairhope. Bobby Harrison, one of
the first two people to have a
confirmed sighting of an Ivory-billin
more than 60 years, gave three
presentations in Giddens Audito-
rium, speaking to over 150 people.

This year’s Expo expanded
on last year’s event with partici-
pation from the entire Alabama
State Conservation Department.
Representatives of State Parks,
Outdoor Alabama, State Lands,
Marine Police, and other depart-
ments set up in a huge tent on the
grounds of Faulkner. Other
booths on the campus featured
vendors, artists, and various non-
profitagencies and organizations.

Borom said all of the guided
tours went off as planned. “After
the hurricane, when there was so
much bad news, we were worried
that people from out of state
wouldn’t come. But it turned out
all right. We took nearly 130
people to Blakeley and the
Mobile/Tensaw Delta in four trips,
50 people to Dauphin Island in
two trips, 35 people to Bayou La
Batre, and over 60 people to
Weeks Bay in three trips.” Other
guided tours took crowds of
birdwatchers to Bellingrath, Fort
Morgan, Bon Secour, and
Blakeley Island Ponds.

Organizers are already
looking forward to next year. The
third annual Alabama Coastal
BirdFest is scheduled for Oct.
19-22, 2006. Visit
www.alabamacoastalbirdfest.com
for news as it develops as well as
photos from this year’s festival.

Film Week

January 30 thru
February 3, 2006

This week Tom Sterling, artist,
photographer and award-winning
naturalist will show his film, “The
Gift of the White Moose,” to
students in 10 schools in Mobile and
Baldwin county. The students will
learn about the rarity and signifi-
cance of albinism. While albinism
occurs inall mammals, including
humans, it is especially rare in large
mammals. The students will learn
about the causes and effects of
albinism and will be given a unique
view of how an albino animals
adapts to its environment.

At the two night showings
(Thursday, January 21%, 7:30 p.m. at
Faulkner State University and on
Thurday, February 2 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Government Street Baptist
Church, Mobile), Tom will show the
film “Bhutan, The Cloud Kingdom.”

Tom says equal in size to
Vermont and New York, the tiny
buddhist kingdom of Bhutan lies
high in the world’s tallest mountains,
the Himalayas. Closed to outsiders
until late in the 20" century Bhutan,
with its rural way of life, unspoiled
natural wonders and Buddhist
philosophy, is considered by many to
be a modern day ShangriLa. The
viewers will go on a delightful
journey through the countryside of
Bhutan on a road that winds its way
through the mountains.

Sights along the way include
bamboo homes, farming, harvest-
ing, monasteries called dzongs;
from small villages to the capital,
Thimphu, you’ll see wonderous
mountain scenery and wildlife that
is unique to the Himalayas which
includes the rare Black-necked
Cranes that winter in Bhutan.
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Mariculture Center (Alabama Coastal Birding Trail Site 16) in Gulf Shores for ducks, shorebirds, é:;i/
western vagrants. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot just south of the Hardee’s in Foley (Hwy.59) near the

red Family Dollar sign (for info: Howard Horne (251) 605-9043) Coastal Birding Association Field Trip. /
e,
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Annual Christmas Party. 7:30 p.m.

“Let’s Talk Turkey,” John and Bev Winn will talk about their trip to Turkey. The meeting wi
the Government Street Baptist Church in Mobile. Bring your favorite finger food and a friend. We will
share food and fellowship.

January
10
6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
7:30 p.m. General Meeting—Natural History Film. “Private Lives of Dolphins”
Graceful, intelligent and playful, bottlenose dolphins are not only the friendliest wild animals, they’re also the
most complex. (60 minutes) Faulkner State Community College Fairhope Campus, Centennial Hall.
21
7:30 Tom Sterling presents, “Bhutan, the Cloud Kingdom,” Faulkner State Community College, Fairhope
Campus, Centennial Hall.

February
2

7:30p.m. Tom Sterling presents “Bhutan, the Cloud Kingdon,” Government Street Baptist Church in
Mobile.
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6:30 p.m. Board Meeting

7:30 p.m. General Meeting—Natural History Film. “Eagles the Masters of the Skies” This program
includes eagles from across the globe. Itis a breathtaking film packed with memorable moments in stunning
locations. (50 minutes) Government Street Baptist Church in Mobile.
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Mobile Bay Audubon Wants You!
Join Us Today!

Every membership supports Audubon’s vityal efforts to protect birds, wildlife and natural habitats.
As a member, you’ll become an important part of our dynamic chapter and receive a host of benefits including:

W Al-year subscription (6 bi-monthly issues) of our chapter newsletter.

B Automatic membership in National Audubon Society, and a 1-year subscription (4 issues, one per
quarter) of Audubon, its award-winning magazine.

B Admission to Audubon Centers across the country.

B A 10% discount on products at select Audubon Nature Stores and more!

Yes! I want to join Mobile Bay Audubon and National Audubon Societry!

—$20-1year Introductory Rate $1,000 - Individual Life Membership
$15 - 1 year Student/Senior Rate $1,500 - Dual Life Membership
$30 - 2 year Special Rate —

My check is enclosed Please bill me
- Name:
* Address:

: City/ST/Zip:

Telephone:

Make check payable tyo National Audubon Society and mail to: National Audubon Society,
. Membership Data Center, P O 0x 52529, Boulder, CO 80322-2529
. Cahpter Code: A01 7XCH

“There is no other door to knowledge than the door nature opens; and there is no truth except the truths we
discover in nature,” Luther Burbank
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